
City of York Council Committee Minutes 

MEETING SCHOOL MEALS SCRUTINY REVIEW 
TASK GROUP 

DATE 25 NOVEMBER 2013 

PRESENT COUNCILLORS BROOKS, FITZPATRICK 
(CHAIR), PENNINGTON AND POTTER 

  
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests not 
included on the Register of Interests, any prejudicial interests or 
any disclosable pecuniary interests which they may have in 
respect of business on the agenda.  None were declared. 
 

2. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
Resolved: That the public and press be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of annex B to 
agenda Item 4 on the grounds that it contains 
information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information) This information is 
classed as exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
It was reported that there were no registrations to speak under 
the Council’s Public Participation Scheme. 
 

4. SCHOOL MEALS SCRUTINY REVIEW - INTERIM REPORT  
 
Members considered a report that presented further information 
in support of the ongoing scrutiny review of school meals. 
 
Officers gave an update and stated that since the Department of 
Education had announced that from September 2014 all key 
stage 1 pupils would receive free school meals, representatives 
from the Local Authority and ISS, the Local Authority’s current 
school meals provider, had met to discuss the implications this 



would have on schools and the potential impact on their current 
school meals contract.   
 
The Task Group welcomed a representative from ISS to the 
meeting and recognised that the recent announcement would 
lead to a substantial increase in the numbers receiving a school 
meal. ISS explained their solutions to the challenges they faced 
and what offer they had made to the authority. 
 
Members raised their concerns and discussed the cost 
implications. Officers confirmed they were working with schools 
to help address the affect this change may have especially on 
the current kitchen facilities, space, pupils, staff and the running 
of the school day. 
 
As part of the review the Task Group members were visiting a 
number of schools over the lunchtime period to view the 
facilities and to raise questions with the pupils, teaching and 
catering staff. So far York High, Robert Wilkinson, Carr Junior 
and Joseph Rowntrees School had been visited. Members gave 
a brief update on their visits and agreed to send all feedback to 
the Scrutiny Officer who would collate the information for 
insertion in the draft final report for this review. 
  
Discussions took place regarding moving this review forward 
and it was felt it would be beneficial to receive some parental 
input. Officers agreed to send a press release to the York Press 
requesting parent’s feedback on school meals.1 
 
Members also agreed to note any equalities issues and would 
ask relevant questions on their visits to ensure there were no 
barriers at meal times for any pupils. 
 
Resolved:  
(i) That the new information provided in support of this review 

as shown in paragraphs 17 & 18 of the report and at 
exempt Annex B be noted. 

(ii)  That the feedback from all School visits to be with the 
Scrutiny Officer by mid December. 

(iii) That an advert be placed in the York Press and all 
comments collated by mid December. 

(iv) That the final draft report be completed by mid 
February. 

(v)  That two meeting dates be circulated around Members to 
conclude the work on this review. 



 
 

Reason: To ensure compliance with scrutiny procedures, 
protocols and workplans. 

 
 
 
 
 
Action Required  
Send a press release to  the York Press requesting 
parent's feedback on school meals   
 
 

 
ME  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Fitzpatrick, Chair 
[The meeting started at 5.30 pm and finished at 6.50 pm]. 
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